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X Ear, and well-beloved Fricads, Brethren 2nd Si 

| who are in ſome Meaſure gathered by | > re 
__— God's Power, and. have known the bleffed A ea. 
. rance of Life and Salvation, to you is the Salutation of my 

unfcigned Love, and inthe Fellowſhip of God's Everlaſti 
it do Ltenderly you all.; and for the clearing. of .my 
| that which ſome tire hath been upon-rnezdo.] com- 
minicate thefe Lines, in the true. Simplicity of- my. Heart, 
ons pany, oe that love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, To keep 
low and near the Lord, and wait to feel God's living Power in 
unto which we were turned or exhortcd from the 
3 fory ined Ligheof the Lord, I ee then 
-for i : For, unleſs the Senſe of God's, AE: er be 
Profeſſion is vaig, and Mcctings are not made pro ; 
phar | eg ny uhh04 7 4s and of true Chriftia - 
-nat- only in any Pr » Name or Notions of 
hig or that Principle, Article or Greed, formed of, peepived 
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inthe Minds of M n or \Women, but in aliving Enjoyment 
and Poſſeſſion of t*c- Pn cer and Spirit of Chriſt Jeſt s, the Au- 
thor & Fiailher of the living ſaving Faith, So my dear Friends, 


all wait to feel the Operation of that Po -er in evcry Heart and: 


Soul,to itbdrie a!l to God,and to work all irto fi. bmiſhon and 
real obefience to the heavenly Will and Mind of Chriſt Jeſus, 
W/0-6s Comes 4 Light into the World, that af men through him 
might beli:we ;, here is the unchangeable ſtanding Rule, which 
every one isto mea{ure themſelves by z and he or ſhe that is 


meaſured or (quarcd by this,is as poliſhed Stones for God's ſpi” 


ritual Houſe ; and he or ſhe that is not ſq”-ared by this, are not 

fit robe Members of God's Building: {o afl-hiving the Meaſy- 
ring line in your. hearts, let Judgment . be laid, to- it, and ſo 

try:all things, word<,works,behaviours,and the [ntcnt of all,and 

from what ground & foirit it doth proceed : and this unchange- 

able everlaſting R ule all keep to it,and build b7 ir, ſo ſhall you 

be juſtificd wich it inthe Dav of Tryal ; fo all things dene by 

this rnchangeable rt ner ing Rule(the Law of the Spirit of Life) 

this keeps clean an4 pure, and ſets free of all Mud and Confufi. 
'*n; Sin 3nd Iniquity, 3nd things that: bring dea.k and dazkne's. 
© overthe Sou! ard Underſtandmg; and1o cloud the Teſtimony : 
' Softer every man and woman (by this Randing Rule) examine 
themſelves, 2nd fo let them eat, ſpeak of a&, as the Lord ſhall 

'perſwade them ; and wherein any one duubterh;,and-is not.clear 
'n'\what he or ſhe r ndertaketh; let fucforbeary and wait za.qui- 
etnefs ril-che ord clear their way : So al take Beed, andþcep 

tothe Rule; for in the Lord's Light wwe fee Light and: bat e 

* Clearneſs, and Freedom, and Peace "but going fromtbe'Laght, 
without Rule, without Guide, the Vail comes over, Darkneſs ga- 
' rhers in,Confaſion & Trouble,then Peace comes tobedoft: S0 you 
.'tifat have known in any meaſpre/the- wort of Regeperation.and. 
-- of the New Fi th. through the working of:God's Spirit &Power 
' --j your Hearts, by which ſome unclean ſpirits have baen caſt 
"oot;keep to the P. wer till, & beware ofletting inthe unclean 

” fpitit pain, for if you do; thelatter-end wiltbe-worſe then the 

Meh ning, Andican notto the World's Wiſdom, beware of 


** that ſpirit Ladviſe all ; fo by that wiſdom God is not bone, 0 
ang, 
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and if ence the Sen'e and enj »yment of God be loſt, then mu 
and woman is in a woful ſtate, - without God in the Worl1; (» 
keep out of the werld's ſpirir [ intreat you all, and live 3s Fools 
r6 it, anJ all its w4ycs, faſhions & cuſtoms ;, for inthe Lori | ſee 
a Scar Snare at this day, and teo many that make Profeſſion of 
Truth are like to be ſplit vpon that Rock. So dear Friends,liv= 
looſe to the world, and all the glorics of it,- and (eek to be wiſe 
in that which is not of this world, that you may be loved of 
God; and ſv dwell in that which-can bear the revitevgs, and re- 
roaches of this world,” and the contradiltion of ſinners, as our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath leſt us an Example : $o beware of look- 
ing back to Egypt s Glory again, to ſee any beanty or comlinef 
intvat dark Land; for, from the Lord 1 ſee a Temptation at- 
tending God's /þ:ricnal I{raet in this dayzas ſurely as everit at- 
tended /ſracl after the Fleſh, and many .are too prone todefire 
the pleaſures of Egypt again-(chongh the b:ſt of them be bondage, 
41 many to thitr Sorrow bavye found) yea,too many there be that 
Cannot bear tryals and reproaches, and the way of the Cr:f and 
ſelf-denyal.bur think it long,and wear:ſorr,and hard, as they did 
in the daves of old;and {7 are too ready to murmrr and reping, 
and luft in their hedrts afr-r this World's 5 {ory again; and joyn 
to its faſhion; & cafters again, and o fet ip Idols again, as they 
did whole Carcaſes fe in the Wilderneſs, with whom the Lord 
was diſplea'ed : So beware of lettivg in that ſpirit of ai/treſt,un- 
belief and reb(4ron againſt God, and his pure Witneſs in your 
Conſcienccs, and beware of building that which was once.de- 
_ftrayed, or licking up that which was ance vomited,. or.entet- 
taining of that which was once ealt butz or owning that which 
was once denycd;cither in word#,in works, in {enattour, in appe- 
vel, in d:&rine or fauh : hath Truth in you condemned far all 
tdle,vain,prophane, wicked,unlound and un'avorry words, and 
' brought you into a Form of needful,;true and found words? keep 
to it ſtill : hath Truth condemned all idle, proud, p-ophanc, 
wicked and ungodly attons ;, and-all emprv, airy, fooliſh,wan- 
ton, luſtful,proud,ſelf-willed and men. pleaſing b+haviaers, .and 
broeght you into Moderation, Gravity, Plainne's,Reallity and 
Truth in Life and Converſation ? keep to it 'ſtill ; hath Truth 
condemned for decking & adornir g the Body with vaia, fuper- 
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ons, proud, needleis, worldly, eye-taking Toyecs in-Appar» 
rel, and lc 1 you tato plain, profitable, decent needful, things ? 
keep to it ſtill : and faſhion not your ſelves like unto the world, 
nor learn any of their Manners nor of the Breeding of that E- 
#yptian-Spirit,which keeps the Seed in Bondage,and oppreſſcth 
the Juft in the particular and in the general; (o from the Lord I. 
adviſe you all, and warn you all that are parents, to watch over 
your Children, and bring them up ia the Nurture and Admoni- 
tion of the Lord, and beware you breed rhem not up in the 
World's manners nor cuſtoms, nor in Pride, Lightne(s and Va- 
nity, nor in things that puff up and lead away their Minds from. 
under the Crofts of- Chriſt Jeſus, but rather breed them vp.in 
Humilitv, Lowling(s and Self denial, and in the Fear. of the 
Lord, which is the Beginning of true Wiſdom. and gate of Vir- 
rue ; and fo endeavour to train rhemwp in the right way to life, 
and lay 2 good Foundation in them while they arc young, and 
then both vou anc they may cxpeR aBlcſſing from the Lord 
which is better then all. So away with all Manners and Breed- 
1ng,and Education that is out of the Fear of God for you your 
ſelves know, the nrſt Nature in it (elf is toq incliaable.to be ta- 
ken with the Manners and Cuftomsof the Egyptian Sphit, and 
to take pleaſure and concei: itſelf, and be puffed up with 
and in thoſethings that lead from God, without nurſing atd 
encomragin3 thereunto; (o keep all low in Mccknels and 
Self-denyal, that God's Fear may be- timely planted in their 
Hearts; and the Priaciple- of Life and Peace they may be inſtru: 
ted in, as you your 'elves have-learned them of the Lord, that 
ſo the loving: kindnels and pentle dealings of God. towards 
us, we may tell of them to our Children, and they to another 
Generation ; ſo al learning the Way of the Croſs and Self- 
denyal, that Will that is carnal and carthly will be mortibed 
and }ain; andthe Spirit of the World and the Cuſtoms thereof 
will be crucified toyou all, and you all unto it, and then, how 
can they that are crucified to the world live any longer therein? 
and ſo ſpiritual Men and ſpiri:ua! Women, Sons and Daughters 
of the incorruptible Seed, begotten again by the Power and 
Spirit of Chrift Jeſus, and ſo dead to the world's Spirit, Waycs, 
+ Cuſtoms, Manners, Traditians, Ordinances and Worfhips;all 
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(5) 
in the Fall and Degeneration from God , and every one living 
upto this, being guided by God's Wiſdom, keep their Teſtt- 
meny clear and vnviolated in the Sight of God and Mcn. So 
tan] true Witneſſes for God,and be faithful,or full of Faith in; 
thegLord;bclieve in him, love him above all, and truſt ! im with 
all, Wife and Children, Eſtate and Life; and take heed of 
giviag Offence, or of cauſing Truth to ſuffer in its Eſteem for 
God hath glorified i:,»nd will glerifie it;and Wo from the Le rd 
ts-to them that cauſeTruth tobe ev | ſpoken of,that brings aBlot 
vpon theirTcftimony,& ſo marreth the Viſage &Countenance 
of Truth in the particular, or in the general, And dear Friends 
ſtand living Witneſſes for God's Truth, and be not cowardly, 
but valiant, as Souldiers of Chriſt Feſus,and ſtand up againſt all' 
the Works & Workers of Iniquity,againſt a" Hirel.ngs & falſe 
Shepherds, againſt the grand Oppreſſion of Tythes, with tHe: 
aboliſhed Ceremonies and Ordinances of the figſt Covenants 
and Fers, outwardly, . which Antichriſt and the D« ccivers that. 
are gone into the World (having loſt the Power) would inno- 
vate and (ct up again, among the Gentiles or. Fews inward, con-. 
trary to the Inſtitution of God ;, and ſtand up again? all Swear- 
ing, and that which leads to Swearing, and againſt Lying or 
Stealing, and againſt Fighting or Killing {fince our Kingdom is: 
not of the World ) and againſt Fornication, Adutery, Whore- 
dom,Laſciviouſneſs,Luxury,and a!) manner of Unclear ne's, the 
Sins of this World, which are to vile they are (carce fit to be 
ſpoken of, or named amongſt the Saints ; {o as b: comes War. 
riours for God,and the everlaſting Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus, ſtard 
clear of them all, and againſt them all, and then4here will te 
no need of Shifts and Excuſes, and crooked Reaſons in the faln 
wiſdom,to hide or cover any one with, And my dear Friends, 
tet your Yea be Yea, and your Nay be Nay, and keep to the 
form of Sound Words-in all your Communications, Bargains 
and Dealings one with another, and alſo with them thatare 
without, that ſo you may hogour the Lord, and konour his 
Truth, & convince all with whom you have to do that rruth &- 
righteouſneſs lives in you, aud you live in it ;, this is the glory of 
profeſſion. And be not forward & raſh in word: & promiſes; ſor 
fome there.are, yea,too manyzthat make profeſſion of Truth.& 
true: 


(6) 
erive Religion,& yet know not a Bridle for the Tongve;and the 
Apoftle lai, /uch mens Religion was vain ;, ye, and too many 
there are, that arc haſty ro pro-mſ-,and iow 8 perform, and then 
'{huifle to excuſe themſelves (as Eve did) where no Excuſe can 
properly bear in the Truth ; ſo beware of it,l deſire you all ; for 
this was one expreſ(; Token the Apoſt'e laid down of the falling 
away; therefore be caref..| to make abſolute Promiſes, and be 
as careful, quick and forward to perform, when promiſed, and 
that keeps Truth c!car, and an'wers the Expectations of al, and 
preaches to all with whom we have to dozand hereby the Saints 
reached God's Witneſs in one another inthe beginning, ſo keep 
to it ſtill, and every one ſpeak the Truth from his heart withour 
aifimrulation,and learn n«t the fIcighty words and cunning eva- 
ſions of the deccitſul ipirits of this world, which darken know- 
fedge, thereby to drive Burgain+ to accemp'tſh (eif cnds and co- 
vetous deſigns ; for ſuch things (though never fo fairly glofſed) 
arc inconſiſtent with the innocency and naked f:mplicity of our 
Goſpel neither is Truth honourcd by fuch deceitful coverings: 
ſo all Fricnds, kecp clear of fuch thmgs, and be plain-hearted 
with all men; for no core-i»$5 will hide or avail in this bright 
lightſome day, bur that of Gv.?'s cternal Spirit, which will tand 
over all, and d-rk»eſs cannot comprehend it ; but going from 
the Light and Spiric of God, jntothe fallen deceit. ul wiſdom, 
then the world comprehends, and ſounds, and bottoms all ſuck, 
and ſo Truth ſuffer: in the partici.lar,and in the general ; ſothe 
Law of the Spirit o: Lite, w hich we profels,is beyond all Laws, 
and a Rule beyond al} Rules, and reaches further to the order. 
'ing and guiding of all thoſe that are rcſolved :nd given upto it, 
in Obedience, then all Laws, Precepts, Canor.s or Injunions 
' that are evtward whatlocver;ſo the Righteouinel5 that is God's, 
which Chrift:Jefus is the Autror of, 1s beyond all, & exceeds all 
rhe Righteouineſs of other Profeſſions, Scribes or Phariſees ; 
whereby its plain every Rig*teouineſs doth not enter, nor is 
accepted of God, but only that which exceccs the Scribes and 
Phariſees which Chriſt works in all his by the Operation of his 
eterna! Spirit, So my dear Friends, wait to fcel it,and the ef- 
feual Werks of it brought forth in you all, which to feel is 
*-more then words,that your Faith may ſtand in it, and in a living 
| En- 
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Enjoyment of it ;- for that man or woman that doth not feel it; 
and the efficacy & vertue of it,t5ey bring forth froma tr | 
Vine, which Chrit Je'us wilt fot own; and all take heed, and 
keep low in God's Fear, And you my Friends, that are rich 
in this World, cr have much of the Creat on of God, Do you 
- Watsh and take heed; tor there ts a Snare,and thzt none of the 
leaft,which aitends that ſtate alſo ; and if the Lord hath increa> 
ſed your ſtore,ſer not your -+«r1s upon them,nor truſt ro them; 
for he that truſteth to his Rickes, ſh.Ul fall;, for as one (aid, They 
are not forever, but ſometimes make themſelves Wings, and fly 
away : ſo be not liiced up with them, but eye the Lord, and 
 Poſſes as though you pollefſſed not & labour to be richtowards 
God, and rich in good Works; and remember poor affricted 
' Foſeph, and be ready to do good, and to communicate,' as ſaid 
'the Apoſtle, and keep your Hearts fngle and toole to thoſe 
things, and ſo in God's Wiſdom you will ſee your Way & Ser- 
vice, and the End and U'e of all, And all you Young Men 
end Women, that are ſingle and unmarryed, you Fave an O- 
portunity to ſerve the Lord ;, do you keep-low, ani beware 6f 
being entangled or brought in Bondage by yor-th&'l Luſts ;' for 
thereby many have loſt a.good corrdirien with Godt and brovght 
themſelves to Sorrow and! Wo, both in this Life and that which: 
is tocome : And above all, take heed of joynin2 Aﬀinity with 
ſtrange Nations, and ( chas knv'r not God. ney cbey the 
Goſpel of our Lord Jeſu8 Chriſt ;; &..r this was t rhidden }{r ec 
after the fleſh, Dew 7 3,4. and for their Ditbedtence herein, 
God's anger was kindted againſt them, and ihry were carryed 
, Tway captive many years; which made Zzra, the Servant of 
the Lord,rent his Garments,and pluck h:s Hair off his Head and 
B. ard, and mourn before the Lord, till he ane the Elders of /- 
;ael reſolved to put away their Strange Wives, Ez g,10.chap. 
And Eſau by marryingthe Daughters of He:h, (o grieved his. 
Farffer and Mother, that Rebecca complained, ſ.-was.wes:y. of 
ver Life, Gen. 27.46. And Paul adviled, nor 16 ve wnegually 
yoaked together, Believers with Unbeliewr3,knowirs there could 
be no Union between Light and Darkneſs,nor the Temple of God 
and ]dols, 6, ſo keep your Hearts lingle to Ge3, and wait in 


God's Wiſdom to overcome the: Wicked One in your own 
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particulars, and ſeek to be marrycd to the Lord firſt, and joyn- 
cd to the Lord by his cternal Spirit, which brings into Unity, 
and keeps Chaſtity in Mind.gnd Spirit unto him : and ob- 
ſerve the Advice of the Apoſtle, whe ſaid, The Unmay« 
ried cared for the things of the Lord, how heor ſhe might pleaſe 
the Lord; but the married for the things of this World, bow 
he or ſhe might pleaſe Wife or Husband : Soall be watchful,and 
mind your Places and Callings in Chriſt Jeſus : but if any ene 
(in the Fear and Wiſdom of God) do ſee it their way to marry, 
let ſuch ſeek God's Counſel,and be not haſty,but wait in it,that 
he or ſhe may enjoy a Wife or a Husband in the Peace & Love 
of God, and to be joyned one by his eternal Spirit, and then 
Meet helps and aBlefſing one to another, ani then the Mar- 
riage is honourable, and the Bed undefiled ; fo all keep cleat, 
and live up te God in all things, in all States and Conditions, 
in your Places and Callings whereunto God hath called you, 
that the Lord may take pleaſure to do you good, and to multi» 
ply his Bleſſings upon you, that the Iſſues of Life and Peace + 
.may abound, and run through al, and reft upon all your Hearts 
and Souls as the Dew of Hermon, And the God of Peace and 
Love preſerve us all in his Peace and Love, and carry w through 
all by the Arm of bis Eternal Power, and guide us all in his hea- 
wenly Wiſdom, to the Praiſe,Glory and Renown of his Everlaſt+ 
ing Name, who is God alone, bleſſed forever and for evermore. 


Written the 1 3th of wm Tour Fried and Brother in rhe 


7th Moneth, 1676. Obedience of Truth 


Tho. Carleton, 


